
 

TechRen Foundation Music Program 

Objective 

Participants will have 45 minute classes on a 3-day rotation and choose a familiar song and work with 

them to develop individual and ensemble singing. They will demonstrate appropriate singing skills while 

performing a familiar song as a class and with a small group of four or five peers. 

 

Materials 

 Class list of familiar songs 

 Chalkboard or overhead projector and blank transparency 

 Prior Knowledge and Experiences 

 Lists of songs they can sing as a class in their music journals or on a chart. 

 

Encouraging Individual Singing 
It is important for participants to sing individually in class, not only so that you can assess the 

development of their singing voices, but also so that they can hear the sound of their own voices. 

Encourage them to sing alone by making it a regular part of each class. However, be sure they are very 

familiar with the song or activity before you ask them to sing alone. Participants will sing alone, and 

enjoy it, when they are not put in an awkward position or asked to perform something with which they 

really are not familiar and comfortable. 

 

Distinguishing Speaking vs. Singing 
Sometimes students use a speaking voice register for singing because they do not hear or understand 

that a difference exists between speaking and singing. The following tips are helpful for these students. 

Be sure to use accurate and consistent terminology when giving directions to students. Use "sing" when 

you wish the students to use a singing register. Use "chant" when you want the students to speak words 

in rhythm in a speaking register. 

 

Procedures 

 
 Invite participants to choose a familiar song from the class list posted in the room or written in 

their journals. Ask them to list hints and reminders for using good singing posture. List their 

suggestions on a transparency or the chalkboard. As the class sings the song, have them check 

their own posture and then the posture of a partner. 

 Use props. Pass around a play microphone and ask them to sing into it just like karaoke. 

 Place participants in some organized arrangement (let's say they are in four large rows).  

 Have them sing through a familiar song. Then sing through again and break the students into 

smaller groups by simply standing beside a particular row.  



 Let them sing a phrase or two of the song and then move to another row (your "move" has to be 

in tempo with the song). 

 

Indicators of Success 

 Both the class and small groups perform their songs with appropriate singing skills. 

 Participants’ verbal and/or written self-assessments of their singing ability reflect knowledge of 

singing skills, such as pitch, rhythm, posture, timbre, diction, and tempo. 

 

 

Extension Activities 

On another day, follow the same procedures using a call-and-response song. Have individuals sing the 

call and small groups of students or the rest of the class sing the response. Have each student select one 

or more specific singing skills (for example, pitch and posture) as the focus for self-assessment. 


